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Leave steel behind, readers vote
Drum roll, please.

Readers have selected their top picks for the city’s new slogan. 
Hamilton: Heart of the Horseshoe earned the most votes, closely

followed by Hamilton: The waterfall capital of Canada. 
Coming in third was Hamilton: We’ll steel your heart. 
More than 350 people cast their votes for a new slogan. Hamilton,

once called the Ambitious City, has been without a well-known 
slogan for several years. Councillor Terry Whitehead pitched the idea
that the city needs a new motto to rebrand its image. 

Readers had a spirited debate on Hallmarks, the Spectator’s city hall
blog, over whether the new slogan should focus on the city’s industrial
roots. While several argued the steel industry should be celebrated,
others suggested it’s critical Hamilton go in a another direction. 

“It is time we got away from being known as the dirty steel city,”
wrote Ed Gunn, who voted for the waterfall slogan. “Tourists visit for a
city’s beauty and interests, not steel.” The Spectator will submit the
top three slogan suggestions to city council for its consideration. 

— Nicole MacIntyre, The Hamilton Spectator

Bar owner launches licence appeal
A controversial east Hamilton bar is preparing to fight to get its 
licence back. 

CD Sports Bar on Ottawa Street has appealed the city’s decision not
to renew its licence. A hearing is scheduled for August. 

The notorious bar has been closed since May. Its owner, Domingos
Pereira, said if the city doesn’t return his licence, he’ll start looking for
other options for the building, including sale or lease.

“I’ve got to find a way to make money,” he said yesterday. 
The city’s licensing committee was considering pulling the bar’s 

licence in the spring after it failed to uphold several conditions, 
including hiring paid-duty officers on Thursday nights. Three patrons
of the bar have been shot in the past two years. 

The committee didn’t need to make its ruling after staff revealed
the bar had applied to renew its licence three weeks after it expired.
Staff turned down the application. Licensing chair Terry Whitehead
said the city has received legal documents arguing why the licence
should be reinstated. “I can’t prejudge the process.”

— Nicole MacIntyre, The Hamilton Spectator

No cause of death found for inmate
An autopsy has failed to reveal the cause of death of a Niagara 
Detention Centre inmate who died suddenly.

Toxicology tests are pending on the 58-year-old man who was
found dead in his cell Wednesday. 

Niagara police say foul play is not suspected at this time, but 
circumstances surrounding the death are unclear.

Police say officers were dispatched to the Uppers Lane and 
Hwy. 58 jail shortly after 1 p.m. after the force received information
the prisoner had been taken to St. Catharines General Hospital in 
distress.

The inmate was pronounced dead shortly after arrival at the 
hospital. No name was released.

Police say the inmate was found unresponsive in his cell by 
detention centre staff. Staff immediately sought medical assistance
from on-site personnel and alerted paramedics.

The Ontario Coroner’s Act requires an inquest be held into the
death of all inmates in police custody or in provincial jails.

— The Hamilton Spectator
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A crushed motorcycle lies wedged under the bumper of a truck on Highway 5 yesterday, after a 41-year-old Paris woman was thrown from the bike and killed.

BY APRIL FONG

FLAMBOROUGH ✦ A female motor-
cyclist was killed yesterday in a head-
on collision with a dump truck on
Highway 5, just east of Algonquin
Court.

The 41-year-old Paris woman,
whose name has not been released by
police, was knocked off her motorcycle
shortly after 2 p.m. Ontario Provincial
Police say her bike was then wedged
under the front of the truck. It appears
to have been dragged about 30 metres,
while the driver struggled to stop 

beside the road. 
Flames burst at the front of the truck

after the gas tank erupted on impact,
said OPP Inspector Robin McElary-
Downer.

The victim was pronounced dead at
the scene. The truck driver, Bryan Hall,
of Bright, Ont., had no injuries.

“The point of impact was in the truck
driver’s lane,” McElary-Downer said.
“It’s still too early to tell, but it 
appears the motorcyclist was going
westbound on Highway 5 and crossed
into the truck going eastbound.”

How the motorcycle went into the

truck’s lane and the cause of the acci-
dent have yet to be determined, 
McElary-Downer said. Police are ask-
ing witnesses to call 1-888-310-1122.

Rosanne Coomber, who lives near
the crash site, said she saw the motor-
cyclist slowly pass by just before the
crash.

“They were so slow that we could
even watch them going by and com-
ment on how they were riding,” said
Coomber, who was gardening with her
friend, Lorelei Lamoure. 

“We were even talking about how it
was such a nice day for a motorcycle

ride ourselves,” Lamoure said. 
Within seconds they heard a loud

popping sound, then a ripping, grind-
ing metal noise as the truck tried to
brake.

“We ran out and saw a truck with
flames shooting out,” Coomber said. “I
thought it was going to blow up, so I
called 911.”

The fire was extinguished shortly 
after by fire crews.

The OPP’s investigation of the crash
is ongoing.
afong@thespec.com
905-526-3207

Motorcyclist dies in head-on
Paris woman, 41, thrown from bike that hit dump truck on Highway 5 yesterday

BY CARMELA FRAGOMENI

Halton’s public school board has
pulled out of a deal to locate a new
headquarters at a campus in Oakville
with the Halton Region and Halton
Police centres.

The board was refused provincial
funding for the $22 million needed. The
education ministry does not fund new
administration buildings, but the
board requested an exception because
its current Burlington centre is
cramped.

The pullout effectively kills the cam-
pus idea that was expected to save tax-
payers money through efficiencies
from some shared facilities.

The region proposed the campus at
its Bronte Road headquarters two years
ago while considering an expansion to
bring in another 338 staff from leased
offices off-site. The plan included 
expanding police headquarters and
building separate centres for the pub-
lic and Catholic school boards. All four
headquarters were to be connected by
a building with meeting rooms and
council chambers to share.

The Catholic board declined to join. 
In 2005, regional staff and consul-

tants suggested taxpayers could save
$9.3 million in building costs at the
shared campus or $5.6 million without
the Catholic board. It also identified a
combined $10.7 million in operational
savings.

Costs have since escalated due to
more detailed design information and
increased construction costs.

The campus costs without the
Catholic board went from $47.3 mil-
lion two years ago to $91.3 million. The
public board’s own projected costs
went from $15 million to $22 million.

Halton region will now review its
options of expanding, continue leasing
offices or building new. 

The public board is now moving four
departments to the former General
Brock high school in Burlington, where
it plans to sever 20 to 25 acres to sell. 

The Catholic board, with old offices
falling into disrepair, also considered a
new headquarters, but without fund-
ing, has instead bought a $1.8 million
port-o-pac to replace the mouldy,
leaking portable serving as the direc-
tor’s offices.
cfragomeni@thespec.com
905-526-3392

BY ROB FAULKNER

In the fall of 2005, a rare tornado’s wind
power tore the roof off of Lawfield
Middle School on the Mountain.

This fall, the Hamilton-Wentworth
District School Board plans to harness
that power, by installing a wind turbine
on the roof of a rebuilt Lawfield school.

The news, announced by trustee Ray
Mulholland yesterday, comes as the
board puts new focus on its multimil-
lion-dollar energy bills and explores
alternative sources.

It’s one of 60 pilot projects planned
this year by Ancaster’s Cleanfield En-
ergy Corp., which makes a unique egg-
beater style wind turbine for rooftops.

At an unveiling yesterday, the firm 
revealed its new, blue Cleanfield V3.5.

Education had a central role at the
launch. The HWDSB announced the
Lawfield pilot; McMaster University
explained its help on research and de-
velopment; Mohawk College revealed
its own pilots and its plans to start a
program to train turbine installers.

Richard Francki, senior manager of
facilities management at the HWDSB,
said the board will pay for installation
and Cleanfield will donate a vertical-
axis wind turbine (VAWT), which 

retails for about $15,000.
Cleanfield is an alternative-energy

company founded in 2002 by Mihail
Stern, Alexander Trica and Tony Ver-
relli. Listed since 2006 on the TSX Ven-
ture Exchange (as AIR), they have 20
staff here and in North York. Its presi-
dent, Verrelli, grew up in Stoney Creek.

The firm’s pilot projects are show-
casing its technology: Cleanfield says
its turbine can generate 9,000 kilo-
watts per year, when an average North
American house uses about 9,500 kilo-
watt hours annually.

But turbines to power every school?
Not with just one. A board report not-
ed the board’s top hydro users from
2004 to 2007, Ancaster High, used 
5.1 million KWh. That’s a lot of wind.

Francki admits one turbine will gen-
erate a tiny slice of Lawfield’s needs,
but will link to environmental educa-
tion and will be watched in case the
board wants to add more turbines.

Verrelli said a turbine will “go live”
next week atop the old Camco building
in the McMaster Innovation Park. One
is already on a City of Hamilton busi-
ness facility in Flamborough, another
on Cleanfield’s Ancaster headquarters,
and a small wind field will operate at a
provincial facility in Kenora.

Verrelli said Cleanfield took an April
order for 118 units, so you may see more
VAWTs popping up locally. Mayor Fred
Eisenberger says Hamilton must install a
turbine on City Hall before Toronto does.

Cheryl Jensen, vice-president of Mo-
hawk’s technology, apprenticeship and
corporate training, said the college will
install two turbines by fall at on its new
skilled trades and apprenticeship train-
ing institute in Stoney Creek. Four will
go on the Fennell campus this year.

She said turbines will power the in-
stitute’s energy lab, and notes Mohawk
is developing a certification program to
train installers of wind turbines.

At Mac, mechanical engineering de-
partment professor Stephen Tullis says
his team’s research has moved way 
beyond the “Does it work?” phase.

Now, it’s improving on existing
models. He said the turbine needs a 
10 km/h wind to make energy, but
notes questions remain about how a
roof full of turbines will work.

Verrelli said the units cannot be 
installed on a standard home without
special supports. Cleanfield’s turbine
has three blades standing on end as
they revolve around a centre post.
rfaulkner@thespec.com
905-526-2468
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Tony Verrelli, president and CEO of Cleanfield Energy Corp. unveiled the new
V3.5, a vertical-axis wind turbine, at their headquarters in Ancaster yesterday.

Winds of change
School that lost roof to tornado winds will get a turbine on its roof to generate power

Halton board
pulls out of
campus deal
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